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B.E./B.Tech. DEGREE EXAMINATION , JANUARY 2009

FIRST SEMESTER

HS1101 TECHNICAL ENGLISH — I

(Common to all branches)

(REGULATION 2008)
Time : Three hours Maximum : 100 marks
Answer ALL the questions.
PART A — (10 x 2 = 20 marks)
1.  Put the correct form of words in the given blanks :
Nouns Adjectives Verbs Adverbs
able enable ably
Attraction attract attractively
Conclusion concluding conclusively
Education educational educate
2. Expand the given compound nouns so as to bring out their full meanings :

(a) Power supply

(b) Civil engineer

(¢) Workshop machinery
(d) Battery car

3.  Supply the appropriate forms of the adjectives / adverbs given in brackets :

(a) Sheis (intelligent) than her husband.
(b) The sword is not so (mighty) as the pen.
(c) Fear of death is (bad) than the actual death.

(d) Cricket is the (popular) game in England.
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(a) ordinary : (more, outside)
(b) cast : (front, before)
(c) sensitive : (over, too much)
(d) chrome : (one)

Give the American English equivalents of the following words :

(a) Aerial
(b) CV
(¢c) Film

(d) Holiday

Check the following sentences for the subject — verb agreement :
(a) Slow and steady win the race.

(b) The jury were unanimous in its decision.

(c) The number of applicants are large.

(d) Either I or my eyesight am at fault.

Use the correct tense forms of the verbs in the given sentences:

(a) Cotton (catch) fire easily.

(b) He has (never wear) glasses all his life.
(c) IfIhad received your letter, I (reply).
(d) He (prepare) for the GATE now.

Change the following sentences into impersonal passive :
(a) We pass an electric current across the electrodes.

(b) The engine driver averted the accident in time.

Rewrite as directed :

(a) Reading in a foreign language requires practice. (Use the infinitive in the
subject part)

(b) He stopped to visit his friend. (Use the gerund form in the object part)
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Complete the given conditional statements suitably :

(a) If you practise hard, you (pass) the exam easily.

(b) IfIwere ybu, (accept) the offer.
PART B — (56 x 16 = 80 marks)

Read the given passage and answer the questions that follow it :

. If during that soporific hour after lunch, you succumb to the temptation

~of a quick nap, you are liable to earn your boss’s displeasure. But judging by

the latest results from sleep research, you should be getting a pat on the back.

Mountains of evidence reveal that sleep enhances memory. Now Olaf
Lahl of the University of Dusseldorf in Germany and his colleagues have
struck a blow for power-napping by showing that falling asleep for only six
minutes 1s enough to significantly enhance memory. This is the shortest
period of sleep found to affect mental functioning. It suggests, Lahl says, that
something happens at the point of losing consciousness that solidifies

memories.

The subjects in Lahl’s study reported to the university’s sleep lab at
1 p.m. They were given two minutes to memorize a list of 30 words and tested
on their recall an hour later. In the interim, they either stayed awake, took a
six-minute nap or a longer snooze averaging 35 minutes. On no sleep, subjects
recalled an average of just under seven words. A short nap raised performance
to more than eight. A longer nap, including some time in deeper sleep, boosted

recall to more than nine words.

Lahl previously thought the benefits of sleep for memory were mainly
passive — that unconsciousness slows the rate at which new experience erodes
old memories but that the sleeping brain does nothing special to help store
waking experience. But this latest finding, appearing in the Journal of Sleep
Research, has changed his mind, because six minutes does not seem long

enough to forget much.

But sleep researcher Jim Horne of Loughborough University in England
suspects that you need deep sleep to get a memory benefit and that the
nappers might just have been a bit refresher than their continuously awake
counterparts. In Lahl’s study, he says, “it’s more likely sleepiness is impairing

memory than sleep enhancing it.”
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disagrees. “It’s hard to believe that six minutes’ sleep could make you less
sleepy,” he says. Instead Stickgold suspects that the experiment reveals a
process of memory consolidation that begins even before sleep and that could
continue after waking from a very brief sleep. “In the last couple of minutes of
waking, the brain could be putting stickers on topics for later processing,” he
speculates.

A sleeping brain is not merely on standby; it runs through a suite of
complex and orderly activities. One of these is a flow of neural activity from
the hippocampus, where short-term memories are formed, to the cortex, where
they are stored in more durable forms — a possible reason people can remember
things better on awakening. Nor is this process simply a matter of scribing
data into neural tissue. Several recent studies of sleep and sleeplessness show
that slumber is especially important for doing clever stuff with information,
such as extracting the gist of what has been learned, combining facts in
interesting ways and dealing with the days’s emotions.

(a) Say whether the following statements are True or False : (5x1=25)
(1)  Your boss will appreciate if you sleep after lunch.
(i1) A 60 minutes sleep is required to enhance memory.

(ii1) Lahl ultimately believed that the benefits of sleep for memory were
passive.

(1v) A sleeping brain is in the standby mode.

(v) Lahl’s study was theoretical.

(b) Answer the following questions briefly : (5x1=0>5)

(1) What is the shortest period of sleep found to affect mental
functioning?

(i1) What did the subjects in Lahl’s study do in the interim period
between memorization and recall?

(111) What are Jim Horne’s views on sleep and memory?
(iv) What does a sleeping brain do?

(v)  What happens to information during sleep?

(c) Choose the response which best reflects the meaning of the text :
| (2x1=2)
(1)  When you succumb to the temptation of a quick nap

(1) you become unconscious.
(2) you feel disturbed.
(3) you will be getting a pat on the back.

(4) you will incur the displeasure of the boss.
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(d)

(e)

(11) During the period between memorization of words and the recall
test,

(1) all the subjects stayed awake.

(2)  all the subjects took a six-minute nap.

(3)  all the subjects recalled an average of 7 words.

(4) all the subjects performed very well in the recall test.

Complete the following sentences : (3x1=3)

(1)  Sleep researcher Jim Horne feels that we need

(11) According to Robert Stickgold, the process of memory which begins
before sleep .

(i11) In a sleeping brain, the flow of neural activity is

Suggest a suitable title. (1x1=1)

Write a paragraph analyzing the data given in the tabular column on the
production of food items in 5 states of India during the financial

year 2007 —2008 : (16)
State Rice | Maize | Wheat | Pulses
(in million tonnes)

Maharastra 45 25 30 25

West Bengal 10 15 10 15

Tamil Nadu 45 30 30 35

Andhra Pradesh 35 20 25 40

Madhya Pradesh | 35 20 25 30

Or

Rearrange the jumbled sentences in the correct order : (16)

(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

(f)
(g)
(h)

The transmission of the receiver’s response to the reader is called
feedback.

The sender encodes the message and sends it through a channel.
Feedback is essential as it is a barometer of effective communication.
This channel is nothing but the language used.

Your communication cycle is complete only when you get a response from
the recipient of your message.

The receiver receives the message, decodes it and acts on it.
This may happen because of noise.

If the message received is not the same as the message sent, there is a
breakdown of communication.
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17.

18.

19.

Develope a paragraph with the following topic sentence in about 200 words :

“Pollution which brings about undesirable changes in the environment is
mainly of three types”. (16)

Or

Write a paragraph comparing the computer with a human brain in about
200 words. (16)

Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper expressing your views on the
abolition of the entrance examination system. (16)

Or

Write an invitation to the HR manager of a company to preside over and
deliver a lecture in an inter-collegiate Management function. Invent details.
(16)

Write a dialogue between a student and the course counsellor on the prospects
of a new course covering the nature of the course, eligibility, fees,
placement opportunities etc. Invent details. The dialogue shall have atleast
8 exchanges of conversation. (16)

Or

Complete the following dialogue by framing suitable questions : (8 x2=16)

Interviewer

Candidate : I came to know about the vacancy through an advertisement
in “The Economic Times”.

Interviewer

Candidate : I fulfill the job requirements on the basis of my qualifications
and work experience.

Interviewer

Candidate : I want to be in a position where I will be able to apply my
knowledge and skills in business.

Interviewer

Candidate : My positive attitude and the ability to work under pressure
are my strengths.

Interviewer

Candidate : I would say my greatest weakness is my lack of proper

planning in the past. I am aware of it and have taken
corrective measures.
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Candidate

Yes, I am willing to travel.

I believe I am both a team leader and a member.

Because I sincerely believe that I am the best person for
the job. I don’t merely have the ability; I have a passion for

work as well.
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